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The mission of Bridging Connections in Addiction Research (BCAR) is to promote 
addiction research by providing networking and collaborative opportunities among 
faculty and trainees at the University of Pittsburgh. BCAR advances collaboration 

through regular meetings, where attendees present current research and have op-
portunities for structured and unstructured networking. Our vision is to develop and 
nurture a multidisciplinary addiction research community at the University of Pitts-

burgh where we can explore collaborative opportunities in research, funding, and 
trainee development.
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AgeNdA–uNiveRSity CluB BAllRoom B
10:30am – 11:00am   Registration

11:00am – 11:15am    Opening Remarks  .....

11:15am – 12:15pm    Keynote Address

12:15pm – 1:15pm    Networking Lunch

1:15pm – 2:00pm    Poster Session

2:00pm – 2:10pm   Break

2:10pm – 2:40pm    Bridging Research Centers

2:40pm – 3:10pm   BCAR Pilot Studies

3:10pm – 3:20pm   Discussion

3:20pm – 3:45pm   Flash Talks

3:45pm – 3:55pm   Discussion

3:55pm – 4:10pm    Closing Remarks

4:10pm – 4:30pm    Networking

            Adjourn to The Oaklander for Happy Hour

- Jane Liebschutz, MD, MPH, FACP

- Jeffrey Samet, MD, MA, MPH

- Ballroom B and Gold Room (2nd Floor)

- Colleen McClung, PhD–Center for Adolescent Reward, Rhythms and Sleep 
(CARRS)
- Janice Pringle, PhD–Program Evaluation and Research Unit (PERU)
-Cara Nikolajski, PhD, MPH-UPMC Center for High Value Health Care

- Shirley Hill, PhD
- Sean Farris, PhD
- Jason Colditz, PhD, MEd

- BaDoi Phan, BS
- Payel Roy, MD, MSc
- Sierra Stringfield, PhD
- Jessica Frankeberger, MPH
- Ruby Holland, BA

- Daniel Rosen, PhD, MSW

- 5130 Bigelow Blvd, Pittsburgh, PA, 15213

- Sponsored by UPMC Health Plan

- Mark Geraci, MD

- James Schuster, MD, MBA



JeffRey SAmet, md, mA, mPh
BRidgiNg CoNNeCtioNS iN AddiCtioN ReSeARCh,

uNiveRSity of PittSBuRgh

keyNote SPeAkeR

Dr. Jeffrey Samet is the John Noble, MD Professor in General Internal Medicine 
and Professor of Public Health at Boston University and a practicing primary 
care and addiction medicine physician at Boston Medical Center. He served as 
the Chief of our General Internal Medicine Section for 20 years. As a primary 
care and addiction medicine physician at Boston Medical Center for the last 
30 years, he has extensive experience treating substance use disorders in 
general healthcare settings. 

His research focuses on alcohol and drug use disorder and HIV infection in 
medical settings. He has conducted clinical research both locally and inter-
nationally on linking patients who use drugs to appropriate medical care. He 
serves as the Principal Investigator (PI) of R01 and P01 studies funded by 
the National Institute of Health with a focus on clinical substance use and 
HIV infection. He is the PI of Massachusetts HEALing Communities Study - a 
large scale NIDA funded, Helping to End Addiction Longterm (HEAL) initiative 
which aims to develop a tailored community-based approach to reduce opioid 
related deaths. 

His international HIV activities have occurred predominantly in Russia but 
also in India, Uganda, Ukraine, and Vietnam. He currently leads the NIAAA 
Alcohol-HIV Center, International URBAN ARCH, which seeks to reduce the 
consequences of alcohol on people living with HIV. He serves as Co-Editor in 
Chief of the journal Addiction Science & Clinical Practice and has co-authored 
over 350 peer-reviewed publications. He has mentored medical students, 
residents, fellows, and faculty in patient-oriented research including NIH K 
awardees (11 as primary and 4 as secondary mentor) and 5 NIDA international 
INVEST Fellows. 

He is strongly committed to substance use education and is PI of two NIDA 
R25 grants to advance physician addiction education and research: the Cli-
nical Addiction Research and Education Program, which is in its 22nd year of 
continuous funding and the Research in Addiction Medicine Scholars (RAMS) 
program, which is in its 11th year of continuous funding.

 



 

mARk geRACi, md

JAmeS SChuSteR, md, mBA

Mark W. Geraci, MD, is Associate Vice Chancellor 
for Interdisciplinary Research, Health Sciences, 
the Vice Dean for Research for the UPSOM and 
the Interim Chair of the Department of Medicine. 
He seeks to advance research efforts across all 
six health sciences schools by implementing 
novel approaches and programs and enhan-
cing the research infrastructure necessary to 
support the University’s expanding biomedical 
research activities.

Dr. Geraci works to build collaborations and to stimulate interdiscipli-
nary research with the ultimate goals of promoting health and healing, 
curing disease, and enhancing lives. Dr. Geraci’s research interests 
center on early lung carcinogenesis and chemoprevention and the 
use of lung cancer animal models. Recently, he has a major role in the 
ACTIV 4 clinical trails for COVID.

James Schuster, MD, MBA is the Chief Medical 
Officer for the UPMC Insurance Services Division 
where he has served in leadership roles for nearly 
2 decades. In addition, Dr. Schuster oversees the 
UPMC Center for High Value Healthcare which has 
a decade long record of multiple research awards 
and publications and is a member of the Board 
of Governors of the Patient Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute. 

Dr. Schuster received a BA with a major in history at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, completed his medical education at the University 
of Louisville, his residency in psychiatry and MBA at the University of 
Pittsburgh and is a Clinical Professor in the University of Pittsburgh 
Department of Psychiatry. He also has board certification in general, 
addictions, and geriatric psychiatry.



PoSteR PReSeNteRS
Renee Cloutier, PhD
CooRdiNAtiNg PeNNSylvANiA'S CommuNitieS to ReduCe oPioid oveRdoSe deAthS

Program Evaluation & Research Unit, School of Pharmacy (PERU)
renee.cloutier@pitt.edu

Judith Feinberg, MD
PRelimiNARy ReSultS of mixed methodS ASSeSSmeNt of feNtANyl teSt StRiP uSe By PeoPle who iNJeCt dRugS iN RuRAl CommuNitieS

Behavioral Medicine & Psychiatry
judith.feinberg@hsc.wvu.edu

Shirley Hill, PhD
ePigeNetiC ChANgeS iN the doPAmiNeRgiC ReCePtoR dRd2 ASSoCiAted with fAmiliAl RiSk foR AlCohol uSe diSoRdeR

Psychiatry
syh50@pitt.edu

Emily Dauria, PhD, MPH & Sheridan Sweet , BS, BA
eheAlth eNhANCed PeeR NAvigAtioN foR SuBStANCe uSe tReAtmeNt ANd hiv-PReveNtioN SeRviCeS foR youNg AdultS SuRveilled By the 
CRimiNAl legAl SyStem: A Pilot RANdomized tRiAl Study PRotoCol

Behavioral and Community Health Sciences
efd16@pitt.edu

Ruby Holland, BA
ChRoNiC oPioid uSe PRomoteS the withdRAwAl StAte thRough kAPPA oPioid ReCePtoR-dePeNdeNt iNhiBitioN of geNetiCAlly diveRSe 
veNtRAl tegmeNtAl AReA NeuRoNS

Neurobiology
rah143@pitt.edu

Whitney Menarcheck, MS & Ellie Gordon, BA
ReduCe RetuRN to uSe: PeRSoNAlized Ai foR iNdividuAlS iN ReCoveRy

BehAIvior
whitney.menarcheck@gmail.com

Courtney Kuza, PhD, MPH
RiSk PRediCtioN foR oveRdoSe PReveNtioN

Center for Pharmaceutical Policy and Prescribing (CP3)
coc9@pitt.edu

Eric Hulsey, DrPh, MA
high–thReShold BuPReNoRPhiNe tReAtmeNt PReSCRiBiNg iN miChigAN

Vital Strategies
eric.hulsey@gmail.com

Brooke Bender, BS
doPAmiNe ANd CAlCium-iNdiCAted ACtivity iN the doRSAl StRiAtum duRiNg the tRANSitioN to dlS doPAmiNe-dePeNdeNt CoCAiNe-SeekiNg 
ANd PAvloviAN Cue extiNCtioN

Psychiatry
brb173@gmail.com

Rachel Rice, BS
CRoSS-geNeRAtioNAl ePigeNetiC effeCtS of PRe-CoNCePtioN AlCohol uSe oN geNe exPReSSioN ASSoCiAted with CANCeR SuSCePtiBility

Center for Neuroscience (CNUP)
rcr42@pitt.edu  



POSTER PRESENTERS

BaDoi Phan, BS
geNetiC RiSk vARiANtS foR AddiCtioN tRAitS CoiNCide At BRAiN Cell tyPe oPeN ChRomAtiN

Computational Biology (CMU)
badoi.phan@pitt.edu

Debra Moore, PhD
imPACt of oRgANizAtioNAl heAlth, moRAle, ANd Covid oN PA oPioid tReAtmeNt CeNteRS of exCelleNCe (Coe)
Program Evalutaion & Research Unit, School of Pharmacy (PERU)
dwm9@pitt.edu

Sara Morrison, PhD
diveRgeNt RelAtioNShiPS BetweeN exCitAtoRy ANd iNhiBitoRy ReSPoNSeS iN the NuCleuS ACCumBeNS ANd SigN tRACkiNg/goAl tRACkiNg 
BehAvioR

Neuroscience
sara.morrison@pitt.edu

Venkatesh Krishnamurthy, MD
hyPeRARouSAl ANd hyPeRSomNoleNCe iN oPioid uSe diSoRdeR oN BuPReNoRPhiNe ComPARed to iNSomNiA diSoRdeR with ANd without 
ComoRBid PSyChiAtRiC CoNditioNS

Medicine
Krishnamurthyvb@upmc.edu       

Kenneth A. Perkins, PhD
PRoCeduReS foR CoNduCtiNg A CRoSSoveR evAluAtioN of AddiCtioN tReAtmeNt effiCACy (CReAte) Study of Novel dRugS to tReAt 
SuBStANCe ABuSe

Psychiatry
perkinaka@upmc.edu      

Brant Hasler, PhD, DBSM
PRe-PANdemiC CiRCAdiAN PhASe PRediCtS PANdemiC AlCohol uSe AmoNg AdoleSCeNtS

Psychiatry
haslerbp@upmc.com     

Lauren DePoy, PhD
PReNAtAl CiRCAdiAN Rhythm diSRuPtioN iNduCeS Sex-SPeCifiC SuBStANCe uSe-RelAted PheNotyPeS iN miCe

Psychiatry
lmd113@upmc.edu    

Sandford Zeng & Elin McLaughlin
PRoPeNSity foR RiSky ChoiCeS deSPite loweR Cue-ReACtivity iN AdoleSCeNt RAtS

Neuroscience
syz5@pitt.edu   

Raagini Jawa, MD, MPH, FASAM
iNtegRAtiNg BuPReNoRPhiNe ANd hARm ReduCtioN iNto u.S. PRimARy CARe: A CoSt-effeCtiveNeSS modelliNg Study

Medicine
jawar@upmc.edu   

Laura DeCastro, MD, MHSc
PeRCePtioN of CANNABiS uSe (mediCAl mARiJuANA ANd/oR NoN PReSCRiBed mARiJuANA) iN AdultS with SiCkle Cell diSeASe

Medicine
decastrolm@upmc.edu
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Tyia Wilson, PhD
iNteRPeRSoNAl iNflueNCeS oN AlCohol uSe PAtteRNS of BlACk AdoleSCeNtS: A SoCiAl NetwoRk ANAlySiS

Psychiatry
tkw13@pitt.edu 

PoSteR PReSeNteRS

Meilin Jia-Richards, PhD
fACetS of tRAit imPulSivity ANd RelAtioNShiPS to exteRNAliziNg BehAvioR tRAJeCtoRieS fRom Childhood to AdoleSCeNCe

Psychiatry
meilin.jr@pitt.edu

Jason Colditz, PhD, MEd
ideNtifyiNg ANd ChARACteRiziNg SuBStANCe uSe ReCoveRy CommuNitieS oNliNe

Medicine
colditzjb@pitt.edu

Abigail Hellman, PhD
ChemogeNetiC ACtivAtioN of kAPPA oPioid ReCePtoR-exPReSSiNg NeuRoNS iN the RoStRAl veNtRomediAl medullA iNhiBitS hyPeRAlgeSiA 
iN A mouSe model of ACute ANd ChRoNiC PoStSuRgiCAl PAiN

Anesthesiology
ash148@pitt.edu

Yanmei Qi, PhD
CoNtRiButioN of doRSAl hoRN moR-exPReSSiNg iNteRNeuRoNS to NeuRoPAthiC PAiN

Anesthesiology
YAQ7@pitt.edu

Paramita Basu, PhD
Sex diffeReNCeS iN the CoNtRiButioN of mitogeN-ACtivAted PRoteiN kiNASe ANd extRACellulAR SigNAl-RegulAted kiNASe to ACute 
ANd lAteNt PoStSuRgiCAl PAiN SeNSitizAtioN

Anesthesiology
pab171@pitt.edu

Payel Roy, MD, MSc
ChANgeS iN BuPReNoRPhiNe PReSCRiBiNg AfteR the APRil 2021 x-wAiveR exemPtioNS

Medicine
roypj@upmc.edu

Christina Schulz, PhD
the ASSoCiAtioN BetweeN imPulSivity, AlCohol CoNSumPtioN, ANd SexuAl RiSk-tAkiNg thRough PoSitive Sex-RelAted AlCohol exPeC-
tANCieS AmoNg BiSexuAl womeN

Psychiatry
cts53@pitt.edu  

Collin Lehmann, BS
RewARd PRediCtioN eRRoR SigNAliNg iN vtA doPAmiNe NeuRoNS followiNg oPioid exPoSuRe

Psychiatry
lehmanncm@upmc.edu    

Katherine Guyonn-Harris, PhD
PRePARiNg to PAReNt iN ReCoveRy: iNteReSt iN PReNAtAl PAReNtiNg iNteRveNtioNS AmoNg womeN with oPioid uSe diSoRdeR

Pediatrics
kag245@pitt.edu   



POSTER PRESENTERS

BRidgiNg ReSeARCh CeNteRS

BCAR Pilot StudieS fuNded By the PittSBuRgh fouNdAtioN

UPMC Center for HigH-ValUe HealtH Care
httPS://www.uPmChighvAlueheAlthCARe.Com/
CARA NikolAJSki, Phd, mPh
NikolAJSkiCe@uPmC.edu

PrograM eValUation and researCH Unit 
(PerU)
httPS://www.PeRu.Pitt.edu/
JANiCe PRiNgle, Phd
JlPRiNgle@Pitt.edu

Center for adolesCent reward, rHytHMs, and 
sleeP (Carrs)
httPS://www.CARRS.Pitt.edu/
ColleeN mCCluNg, Phd
mCCluNgCA@uPmC.edu

Sean Farris, PhD

ideNtifiCAtioN of Novel tReAtmeNtS foR AlCohol uSe diSoRdeR with ComoRBid ChRoNiC PAiN

farrissp@pitt.edu

Shirley Hill, PhD

CRoSS-geNeRAtioNAl ePigeNetiC effeCtS of PRe-CoNCePtioN AlCohol uSe oN geNe exPReSSioN 
ASSoCiAted with CANCeR SuSCePtiBility

syh50@pitt.edu

Jason Colditz, PhD, MEd

A deSCRiPtioN of the humAN CeNteRed deSigN (hCd) PRoCeSS oN CReAtiNg A Pilot foR AN 
iNteRdiSCiPliNARy CANNABiS PRoJeCt

colditzjb@pitt.edu



flASh tAlkS
BaDoi Phan, BS, MD-PhD Student

Cell tyPe-SPeCifiC geNe theRAPy tARgetiNg NeuRoNS of the RewARd BRAiN iN RodeNtS ANd 
NoN-humAN PRimAteS

Computational Biology (CMU)

badoi.phan@pitt.edu

Payel Roy, MD, MSc, Assistant Professor of Medicine

imPACt of APRil 2021 x-wAiveR exemPtioN oN BuPReNoRPhiNe PReSCRiBiNg: AN iNteRRuPted 
time SeRieS ANAlySiS

Division of General Internal Medicinne, Department of Medicine

roypj@upmc.edu

Sierra Stringfield, PhD

deteRmiNiNg the loNg-lAStiNg effeCtS of AdoleSCeNt CANNABiNoid exPoSuRe

Psychiatry

sjs205@pitt.edu

Jessica Frankeberger, MPH, Doctoral Student

hoSPitAl AdmiSSioNS iN the fiRSt yeAR PoStPARtum AmoNg womeN with oPioid uSe diSoRdeR

Behavioral and Community Health Sciences, School of Public Health

jnf25@pitt.edu

Ruby Holland, BA, MD-PhD Student

ChRoNiC oPioidS iNhiBit kAPPA oPioid ReCePtoR-exPReSSiNg vtA NeuRoNS to dRive withdRAwAl 
BehAvioRS

Neurobiology

holland.ruby@medstudent.pitt.edu
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