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This is a face-to-face, direct practice, certificate program 

Program Description                                                                

Since the 1930’s, the School of Social Work has offered a Home and School Visitor certificate . 
The program was started by pioneering social work practitioner and educator Marion Hathway.  

Today graduates have two options, the Home & School Visitor, HSV, or the School Social Worker, 
SSW, certificates. They are both seen as an interprofessional Educational Specialist certificate, 
operated jointly with University of Pittsburgh School of Education and by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, intended for students who plan to deliver social work services in 
elementary or secondary schools.   

There are five categories of individuals that may apply and be accepted to the certificate 
program:  

1. Regular MSW Students: Individuals who have been accepted and/or are currently 
enrolled in the MSW program in the School of Social Work at the University of Pittsburgh. 

2. Advanced Standing MSW Students: Individuals matriculating from an accredited BSW 
program and granted advanced standing at the University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work. 

3. Post-MSW Students: Individuals already possessing an MSW from an accredited school 
of social work. 

4. Graduate-level Non MSW Students: Individuals already possessing or currently 
completing a graduate level degree in a field related to social work (i.e., education, psychology, 
sociology) from and accredited university. 

5. Out-of-State School Social Work Certified/Licensed Students:  Individuals already 
possessing a valid and current certificate or license to practice school social work in other U.S. 
educational jurisdictions. 

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/educators/certification/certification-staffing/staffing-guidelines/cspg-77-home-and-school-visitor-pk-12


Post-MSW students School Social Worker Certification | Department of Education | 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and graduate level Non-MSW students CSPG 77 Home and 
School Visitor PK 12 | Department of Education | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
interested in obtaining the HSV and/or SSW certificates must apply to the School of Social Work 
as continuing education students and submit a completed application package.    

The course credit hours (28 credits) required for the certificate are distributed among classes 
offered primarily by the School of Social Work in collaboration with the School of Education.   

The list of certificate program requirements are provided below: 

The following courses are required: 

TLL 2514 Supporting Students with Disabilities in Inclusive Classrooms          3 credits   

TLL 2101 PA School Law                                                                                             3 credits 

SWINT 2099 Direct Practice Specialization Practicum                                          6/12* credits 

SWINT 2058 Social Work in a School Setting                                                          3 credits 

TLL 2500 Foundations of Special Education                                                            3 credits 

TLL 2257 Teaching English Language Learners                                                       3  credits 

Post-MSW applicants currently employed in one of the Commonwealth’s public or state-
approved private schools, in a position like that of an HSV and/or SSW, must complete all the 
required courses listed above as well as 6 semester hours of field instruction in a public or 
private state-approved school.   

*Post-MSW applicants with no current employment in a position like that of an HSV and/or SSW 
must complete all the course work listed as well as 12 semester hours of field instruction in an 
approved internship in a public or private state-approved school.   

Please Note: Post MSW students who present transcript evidence of successful completion of 
any of the listed certificate-related courses completed within seven years prior to beginning the 
HSV program will be considered for waiver on those courses.   It should be noted that generally 
only equivalent foundation MSW program course work from an accredited school of social work 
would be considered for a waiver. For more information please see: School Social Worker 
Certification | Department of Education | Commonwealth of Pennsylvania) 

Graduate-level non-MSW applicants must complete all the required courses listed as well as 12 
semester hours of field instruction in a public or private state-approved school.  
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How to apply to the HSV and/or SSW Certificate Program  

If you are interested in applying to either program, contact the Program Coordinator to discuss 
course post-graduation goals, HSV and/or SSW requirements, course availability & application 
process:  

Ms. Deborah Robinson, MSW, LSW       
Coordinator, Home & School Visitor/School Social Worker, Program         
Cathedral of Learning, Room 2126, University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work   
(412) 624-3844 
dcr16@pitt.edu    
 
After meeting with the coordinator, please submit the following to her by mail or electronically:  

1. Statement of HSV and/or SSW Interest  
2. Resume  
3. Two Letters of Reference  
4. Official Transcripts (graduate)  

See MSW Course Offerings by term: Class Schedules, Guides & Forms | School of Social Work 

Statement of HSV Interest  

Include your resume, indicating if you have ever been employed as a school social worker, be 
certain this is clearly indicated in the applicable section of the application  

1. Briefly explain what your conception of the relationship is between being a HSV and/or 
SSW and education.  

  

2. What goals do you have that lead you to be interested in certification as an HSV and/or 
SSW certificate? 
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