
 
FALL 2025 NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 
University-wide Graduate and Professional Student Orientation 

DEGREE 
PROGRAM 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

MSW and PhD Tuesday, 
August 19 

10:00-
10:45 am 

Financial Wellness Workshop 
location will be 

shared after 
registration. 

 11:00 am-
12:15 pm 

Mentee Best Practices Workshop 
location will be 

shared after 
registration. 

12:30-1:30 
pm 

Professional Development 
Opportunities 

Workshop 
location will be 

shared after 
registration. 

2:00-3:15 
pm 

Welcome Session Alumni Hall, 7th 
Floor 

Auditorium 
3:30-4:30 

pm 
Resource Fair Alumni Hall, 

Connally 
Ballroom 

4:30-6:30 
pm 

Welcome Picnic Posvar Hall 
Patio 

University of Pittsburgh, School of Social Work New MSW Online Student Orientation 
MSW  Wednesday, 

August 20 
6:00-7:30 

pm 
Orientation session for MSW 

Online students 
Virtual 

University of Pittsburgh, School of Social Work Face to Face Programs 
New Student Orientation 

BASW, MSW, 
PhD 

Thursday, 
August 21 

8:00-9:00 
am 

Check-In and Breakfast Clapp Hall, L9 

 9:00-9:05 
am 

Welcome Video Clapp Hall, L9 

9:05-9:10 
am 

Introduction, Henry Cantu, 
Director of Admissions 

Clapp Hall, L9 

9:10-9:15 
am 

Dean’s Welcome, 
Dr. Betsy Farmer 

Clapp Hall, L9 

9:15-9:20 
am 

Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs,  

Dr. Suzanne Pritzker 
 

Clapp Hall, L9 

https://www.gradstudies.pitt.edu/university-wide-orientation
https://officeoftheprovost-graduatestudies.cmail19.com/t/j-e-whihljk-dulrjrnuu-r/
https://officeoftheprovost-graduatestudies.cmail19.com/t/j-e-whihljk-dulrjrnuu-r/
https://officeoftheprovost-graduatestudies.cmail19.com/t/j-e-whihljk-dulrjrnuu-r/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qW2TQAONJZ8&t=12s


 
FALL 2025 NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 

DEGREE 
PROGRAM 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

BASW, MSW, 
PhD 

Thursday, 
August 21 

 

9:20-9:25 
am 

Dr. Brooke Rawls, Assistant 
Professor, BASW 

Clapp Hall, L9 

 9:25-9:30 
am 

Dr. Yodit Betru, MSW Program 
Director 

Clapp Hall, L9 

9:30-9:35 
am 

Dr. Sara Goodkind, PhD Program 
Director 

Clapp Hall, L9 

9:35-10:00 
am 

Current Student Panel, 
• BASW- Kamryn Abrial 
• MSW- Emily Branch 
• PhD-Daniel 

Abusuampeh 
Jessie Gismondi-Panel 
Moderator 

Clapp Hall, L9 

10:00-
10:30 am 

Faculty Research Presentations: 
• Dr. Kyaien Connor, 
• Dr. Jaime Booth, 
• Dr. Quinton Cotton 

Clapp Hall, L9 

10:30-
10:45 am 

BREAK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASW & PhD Students Depart 

to Respective Programs During 

this Break 

 
 

Clapp Hall, L9 



 
FALL 2025 NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 

DEGREE 
PROGRAM 

DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION 

BASW Thursday, 
August 21 

 

10:50 am-
12:15 pm 

BASW Program, 
Dr. Brooke Rawls, 

Dr. Melvin Cherry, Professor Amy 
DeGurian, 

Emmett Mix 
 
 

Cathedral of 
Learning, 0324  

PhD Thursday, 
August 21 

 

10:50 am-
12:15 pm 

PhD Program, 
Dr. Sara Goodkind, 

Emmett Mix 

Cathedral of 
Learning, 2017 

MSW  10:45-
11:00 am 

MSW Program, Dr. Yodit Betru, 
Arif Jamal-Librarian, 

SEC Board 

Clapp Hall, L9 

MSW  11:00-
11:10 am 

MSW move to Cathedral of 
Learning during this time 

 

MSW  11:15-
11:35 am  

MSW Breakout Groups for Meet 
& Greet and Q&A 

Cathedral of 
Learning, First 

Floor 
Commons 

Room 
MSW  11:35 am-

12:15 pm 
MSW Scavenger Hunt Pitt Campus 

BASW, MSW, 
PhD 

 12:30-2:00 
pm 

LUNCH and SSW Marketplace Posvar Patio 
(Outdoors) 

MSW 
(ADVANCED 
STANDING 
STUDENTS) 

 2:00-4:00 
pm 

Practicum Breakout Session for 
MSW Advanced Standing 

Students, 
Professor Amy DeGurian 

Cathedral of 
Learning, 0332  

BASW 
(EXTERNAL 
TRANSFER 
STUDENTS) 

 
 
 
 
 

 2:00-2:45 
pm 

Breakout Session for BASW 
External Transfer Students: 

Dr. Melvin Cherry 

Cathedral of 
Learning, G8  
Ground Floor 
Room 0232  

*Room 
relocation due 

to 
construction* 

     
     



 
FALL 2025 NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION SCHEDULE 

BASW, MSW, 
PhD 

Monday, 
August 25 

 Fall Classes Begin Academic 
Calendar 

MSW, PhD Thursday, 
August 28 

 

4:00-
6:00pm 

Graduate and Professional 
Student Mixer (Light 

refreshments & NA beverages) 

Barco Law 
Building, 

Rooftop Patio 
3900 Forbes  

BASW, MSW, 
PhD, SSW 

FACULTY & 
STAFF 

Friday, 
August 29 

5:00-7:00 
pm 

Happy Hour hosted by SEC (21+) 5801 in 
Shadyside, 

Pittsburgh, PA 

BASW, MSW, 
PhD 

Friday, 
September 

5 

 Add/Drop Deadline  

BASW, MSW, 
PhD 

Wednesday, 
September 

10 

 Tuition/Fees Payment Deadline  

Additional Info:  
ID Info: 

• You can obtain your Pitt ID from Panther Central (open 24/7) (Litchfield Towers Lobby) after you’re enrolled in 
classes. 

• https://www.pc.pitt.edu/panther-card * Pre-upload your Picture online. 
CAMPUS MAP:  (Key: CL=Cathedral of Learning; WWPH=Posvar; Clapp=Clapp Hall (L9); Alum=Alumni Hall) 

 

https://www.provost.pitt.edu/academics/academic-calendar
https://www.provost.pitt.edu/academics/academic-calendar
https://pitt.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4YGCc9caketD76u
https://pitt.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4YGCc9caketD76u
https://www.pc.pitt.edu/panther-card

