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Gabriel Becker  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration with advance standing, IHC (Candidate)  
gbb10@pitt.edu  
Gabriel Becker is a 2019 summa cum laude graduate of the University of North Florida, where he earned 
his Bachelor of Social Work. He is an inducted member of the Phi Kappa Phi honor society, Phi Alpha 
honor society of social work, and Sigma Alpha Pi: National Society of Leadership and Success. Gabriel’s 
undergraduate generalist field placement was at St. Vincent’s Medical Center Clay, located in 
Middleburg, Florida. His role as a case management intern at St. Vincent’s Medical Center Clay primarily 
consisted of working with rural and suburban patient populations. In this role, he assisted in 
accomplishing the screening, planning, and referring of community and hospital services, participated in 
successful discharge planning for hospital patients with complex and chronic illnesses, such as congestive 
heart failure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, and dementia, and connected vulnerable populations, 
such as uninsured homeless patients, to outpatient healthcare resources. Initially, he worked with patients 
in the emergency department but as he progressed in his role, he facilitated case management needs for 
inpatients, observation patients, intensive care unit patients, and labor and delivery patients. His interest in 
working with an urban patient population for his graduate placement was the most compelling factor in 
his decision to commit to the University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work. He is confident that the 
amalgamation of his rural/ suburban placement experience as an undergraduate and his urban field 
placement experience as a graduate student will make him a more comprehensive and competent 
integrated behavioral health social worker. Gabriel is a first generation colligate scholar and a veteran of 
the United States Navy. Gabriel will begin his integrated health care field placement in the fall, 2019 
with Center of Excellence, Western Psychiatric Hospital Addiction Medicine Services. 
 

 
Megan Berringer 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
meb265@pitt.edu 
Megan graduated summa cum laude from Point Park University in 2015 with a B.A. in Behavioral 
Sciences and a minor in Business Administration. In undergraduate, she participated in Confluence 
Psychology Alliance, a special interest student group of the APA Division 32 Society for Humanistic 
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Psychology, where she facilitated and attended community outreach events that engaged models of 
phenomenology and radical empathy. Eager to explore work with vulnerable populations, she started as a 
therapeutic staff support for Wesley Family Services, providing behavioral support to children and their 
families. Transitioning into a role as a service coordinator for Western Psychiatric Hospital, she linked 
consumers diagnosed with Serious and Persistent Mental Illness to housing, benefits and healthcare. She 
also volunteered with Crisis Center North as a domestic violence advocate for crisis hotline callers. In her 
first year internship as an MSW candidate, she worked with Pittsburgh Mercy’s Operation Safety Net 
Wellspring drop-in center as a case manager for clients experiencing homelessness. She currently 
volunteers with Trans Buddy PGH, an advocacy program that seeks to improve healthcare outcomes for 
transgender and nonbinary patients. She continues to attend trainings to incorporate gender-affirming 
practices in behavioral health and primary care settings. In her current role as a team lead clinician in 
admissions at Western Psychiatric Hospital, she collaborates with physicians, social workers, and nurses 
to appropriately place psychiatric patients. Megan is passionate about engaging trauma-informed, holistic 
approaches to mental health service provision for marginalized populations through an integrated 
healthcare lens. She is excited for the Baker Fellowship opportunity, and plans to pursue clinical licensure 
to practice in healthcare after graduation. Megan will begin her integrated healthcare field placement 
in the fall of 2019 with UPMC Latterman Family Health Center in McKeesport. 
 

 
Allison Carton 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, advanced standing, IHC (Candidate 
aac98@pitt.edu 
Allison graduated summa cum laude with a Bachelor of Social Work from the University of Georgia in 
Athens, Georgia. During her time at UGA, Allison received both the Presidential Award of Excellence in 
2018 and the Heather C. Wright Memorial Scholarship in 2017. Allison then relocated to Pennsylvania to 
receive her Master of Social Work from the University of Pittsburgh. Prior to the relocation, Allison was 
employed with the Georgia Division of Family and Children Services as a foster care case manager and as 
a child protective services intern. Allison has worked with at-risk youth in both the state setting and the 
non-profit sector. Her work within the non-profit focused on endorsing a holistic, team approach to the 
promotion of long-term success for children who had experienced more than six of the ten Adverse 
Childhood Experiences as defined by the Centers for Disease Control. Using the knowledge                  
and experience she gains from the Edith M. Baker Fellowship, Allison plans to research the effects of an 
integrated health care team on children experiencing ACEs, while implementing evidence-based health 
care approaches to improve outcomes for these children into adulthood. She will be conducting her 
Baker Integrated Healthcare Fellowship field placement at West Penn Hospital. 
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Kyla Christensen 
Mater of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
krc113@pitt.edu  
Before coming to the University of Pittsburgh, Kyla Christensen graduated cum laude from Black Hills 
State University in Spearfish, South Dakota in 2018 where she obtained her Bachelor of Science in 
Human Services and Theatre. While at Black Hills State University, Kyla participated in several campus 
organizations and was a member of the executive councils for the Resident Hall Board and Theatre 
Society. Kyla also worked to create awareness around mental health and helped establish advocacy 
programs for mental health and suicide prevention. In addition, she invested a great deal of her time to the 
youth and aging populations in the community. Kyla worked at a youth program, volunteered at one of 
the local retirement homes, and was able to start an intergenerational program where the youth would 
visit the residents at the retirement homes bi-weekly. Kyla’s passions vary; at the top of the list is people, 
mental health advocacy and theatre. Kyla’s primary goal is to make a difference and to be happy. She has 
worked with children in some capacity for the last ten years and hopes to continue doing so in her future 
career. Kyla believes everyone can overcome any challenge they face if they receive support and 
compassion. Kyla is honored and thrilled to be a part of the Edith M. Baker Fellowship for Integrated 
Behavioral Health Care. Kyla will begin her integrated health care field placement in the fall, 2019 
with UPMC McKeesport Addiction Medicine. 
 

 
Roberto Cruz 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration with advanced standing, IHC (candidate)  
roc83@pitt.edu 
Roberto Cruz graduated summa cum laude from the University of the District of Columbia with a 
Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) in May of 2019. He completed his generalist practice field placement in 
the behavioral health department at Family and Medical Counseling Services in Washington DC where he 
worked with clients battling addiction. Roberto volunteered as a peer counselor at Whitman Walker 
Health, providing support services to newly diagnosed HIV positive clients. Before pursuing an education 
in social work, Roberto spent many years working in the retail and hospitality industries. Roberto is an 
Advanced Standing Master of Social Work candidate at the University of Pittsburgh focusing on direct 
practice and integrated health. Upon graduation, Roberto hopes to work in the area of trauma with 
adolescents and young adults. Roberto is honored to be an Edith Baker Fellow. Roberto’s concentration 
integrated health care field placement will be with CHP Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine. 
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Melanie Di Bello 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
mjd151@pitt.edu 
Melanie Di Bello earned her Bachelor of Science in Psychology and Sociology with a minor in 
Administration of Justice from the University of Pittsburgh in 2013. While earning her B.S., Melanie 
collaborated with professors on various research and was an active member of Psi Chi, the International 
Honor Society in Psychology. She is continuing her education at the University of Pittsburgh pursuing a 
Master of Social Work. During her first year in the MSW program,  she interned at the Allegheny County 
Public Defender’s Office where she acted as a member of a holistic defense team. Melanie worked with, 
and advocated for, individuals at various stages of the legal system. She has worked at TCV Community 
Services, a Pittsburgh non-profit community mental health agency, since 2013. Melanie supervised a 
group home for individuals with severe and persistent mental illness. Her and her staff provided a 
therapeutic environment for these individuals to manage their symptoms and work towards independence. 
Melanie later supervised the Diversion and Acute Stabilization unit where individuals in acute mental 
health crisis found respite through partial hospitalization and a supportive residential setting. During her 
years working in the mental health field, she has gained valuable insights in working with diverse and at-
risk individuals. Melanie is a certified Comprehensive Crisis Management Instructor, UPMC and a 
certified Narcan Administration Instructor. She enjoys teaching others and often volunteers to hold 
Narcan administration trainings within her school and community. Melanie most enjoys working in acute 
settings and has a passion for crisis intervention. Melanie’s experience has shown her the immense impact 
a dedicated and compassionate interdisciplinary treatment team can have for the individuals in their care. 
She hopes to bring her experience, cultural humility, the values and ethics of the social work profession, 
and a holistic perspective to the medical field. Upon graduation, Melanie hopes to work in an acute 
healthcare setting and plans to seek clinical licensure. Melanie anticipates spending her career 
compassionately empowering individuals, families, and communities while advocating for social justice 
and inclusion for the most vulnerable members of society. Melanie will be conducting her Baker 
Integrated Healthcare Fellowship field placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Presbyterian ED.  
 

 
Hannah Fiore Gallagher 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
h.fiore@pitt.edu 
Hannah Fiore graduated from Denison University in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and a 
minor in Spanish. During her undergraduate career, she worked and volunteered with children with 
special needs in a variety of settings. She also interned at The Family Institute, an affiliate of 
Northwestern University that combines therapeutic practice and research. It was there that she first met 
practicing social workers and her interest in the field began to develop. Upon graduation, she worked as a 
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Project Coordinator in the Department of Psychology in Education at the University of Pittsburgh, 
conducting research on the effects of mindfulness and social media on adolescent mental health and 
academic performance. Her first internship with the MSW program was in Child Development and 
Family Support at the Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh, where she worked with low income parents 
and witnessed firsthand the need for accessible, affordable integrated healthcare. Hannah’s integrated 
health care field placement will be with UPMC St Margaret Hospital FHC. 
 

 
Alexandria Gariepy 
Mater of Social Work, direct practice concentration, advance standing, IHC (Candidate) 
alg260@pitt.edu 
Prior to attending the University of Pittsburgh, Alexandria Gariepy graduated with honors from the 
California University of Pennsylvania (CAL U) in 2019 with her BSW.  During her time at CAL U, 
Alexandria facilitated discussions on interpersonal violence and healthy relationships with multiple 
organizations on campus, tirelessly advocating for survivors of sexual assault. She conducted research 
entitled "Social Work Approach to Understanding Adolescent Post Traumatic Stress Disorder" and 
presented her findings at different events including CAL U's Strike a Spark and Millersville's 5th annual 
STEM conference. Alexandria also interned with Gwen's Girls of Alleghany County.  While with Gwen's 
Girls, Alexandria implemented gender specific programming for at risk youth (ages 8-14) through after 
school programming, introducing an art curriculum into the girl’s daily routines, and developing 
programs to help fuel both life skill growth and empowerment.  As a military child, Alexandria is 
culturally competent and thrives in the face of both diversity and adversity.  She enjoys empowering 
others and hopes to one day work with at risk urban youth who are experiencing post-traumatic stress 
disorder and survivors of sexual assault. She would like to incorporate her love of art into her social work 
practice as well. Alexandria is both honored and humbled to be part of the Edith M. Baker Fellowship for 
Integrated Behavioral Healthcare. She will begin her concentration health care field placement in the 
fall, 2019 with CHP Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine. 

 

 
Sherry Gunn 
Mater of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
seg118@pitt.edu 
Sherry Gunn graduated from Brigham Young University with a BSW in 1990. She continued graduate 
work there and transitioned to Special Education. She taught in the public-school systems in both Utah 
and Minnesota with a focus on children with behavioral challenges. Sherry spent the next 25 years 
focused on raising her own 5 children and volunteering extensively in her community. For two years, she 
administered a regional home visitation program for over 100 women in the local area, managed a 
commodities distribution program and provided one-on-one short- and long-term psycho-emotional 
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support to women with mental, behavioral and physical health conditions. Sherry spent 8 years as an 
administrator in a regional youth program, organizing monthly activities, an annual week-long summer 
camp for young women aged 12-18 and an annual 3-day conference for both young women and men. A 
highlight of this experience was organizing a multi-state youth conference in Pittsburgh for over 1000 
youth from Pennsylvania, New York, Ohio and West Virginia. As her first foray into healthcare, Sherry 
participated as a member of a multidisciplinary team to administer an adaptation of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics Neonatal Resuscitation Program® for midwives and birth attendants in Uganda, 
the Marshall Islands and Micronesia during two short-term service missions. What Sherry loves most is 
spending time with her family. She especially loves traveling with her family and exposing her children to 
different cultures and climes. They have traveled together to 6 of the 7 continents, met incredible people, 
seen amazing sites and explored cuisines all over the world. Of her 5 children, 4 have entered the 
healthcare field. Team Gunn consists of a critical care physician, a future nurse midwife, nurse 
practitioner, physical therapist, and an occupational therapist. Sherry plans to round out the family 
interdisciplinary healthcare team by adding social work. Sherry will begin her Edith M. Baker 
Fellowship field placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh. 
 

 
Ashle’ Hall 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration with advanced standing (Candidate) 
ath27@pitt.edu 
Ashle’ Hall graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with a Bachelor of Arts in Social Work. During 
her time as an undergraduate, she was accepted into the Child Welfare Education for Baccalaureates 
(CWEB) program. She completed her internship at Allegheny County Children, Youth and Family 
Services (CYF) as a caseworker. Following graduation, Ashle’ spent a year employed as a caseworker II 
at Allegheny CYF. It was then that she saw a need for a solution to helping non-Black parents of Black 
foster children care for their child’s natural hair. She started her own business, Ashle’ Taylor’s Collection, 
which provides foster parents with natural hair products, tips on maintaining healthy hair, and even a 
video series that provides parents with a visual demonstration of how to care for their child’s natural hair. 
With a passion and soft spot for children, Ashle’ hopes to further her career employed as an Oncology 
Social Worker, and dedicate her time to helping patients, families, and caregivers deal with the experience 
of facing cancer. Ashle’ will be conducting her Baker Integrated Healthcare Fellowship field 
placement at UPMC Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh. 
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Amanda Harris 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
ARH130@pitt.edu 
Amanda Harris graduated from the University of Arizona with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and a 
minor in communications in May 2012. She is currently pursuing her Master of Social Work degree with 
a concentration in direct practice and a certificate in integrated healthcare from the University of 
Pittsburgh. Prior to entering the Master of Social Work program, Amanda worked as a Family-Based 
clinician, which involved structural family therapy and CBT/DBT interventions with children and 
families diagnosed with physical or mental health disorders. In addition, Amanda has experience in 
working with special needs and vulnerable populations through service coordination at a nonprofit 
organization and research through the University of Washington. During her first year in the MSW 
program, Amanda interned at the Children’s Institute and UPMC: Heritage Place, a transitional 
rehabilitation unit that meets the needs of the geriatric population being discharged from the hospital or 
acute care setting. After finishing her MSW degree, Amanda wishes to become certified as a licensed 
clinical social worker in an acute healthcare setting that focuses on trauma-informed care for the 
underserved and vulnerable populations. Amanda will begin her Edith M. Baker Fellowship field 
placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside hospital. 
 

 
Emma Hosack  
Master of Social Work/Master of Public Health, direct practice, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
emh146@pitt.edu  
Emma Hosack graduated from Grove City College in 2018 with a Bachelor of Science in Psychology and 
a Bachelor of Arts in Spanish. While earning her degree, she had the opportunity to study abroad in 
Cusco, Peru where she completed coursework in Spanish grammar, literature, and cultural studies. She 
also partnered with an after-school program in rural Cusco for elementary school students to assist with 
homework, literacy skills, and enrichment activities. Prior to beginning her studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh, Emma worked as an Identification and Recruitment Associate for Mano en Mano, a nonprofit 
that serves farmworkers in rural Maine. Her role was to recruit in work camps during the wild blueberry 
season to identify children that were eligible for the federal Migrant Education Program. This helped stir 
her passion for working with migrant and immigrant families and expand her knowledge of the unique 
needs of these populations. Emma chose to pursue the joint MSW/MPH program because of her desire to 
better understand and reduce health disparities among specific populations in the United States. Her first- 
year field placement was working with the Immigrant Services and Connections (ISAC) program at the 
Latino Family Center. There she helped to connect Spanish-speaking immigrant and refugee clients to 
resources in Pittsburgh. She also partnered with clients to achieve goals through service coordination and 
sought to address cultural and linguistic barriers to access. She is excited about the opportunity to 
participate in this fellowship and learn more about ways to implement holistic, comprehensive patient 
care. Emma’s integrated health care field placement will be with AGH Internal Medicine in 
Primary Care. 
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Renee Kirsch 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
rlk63@pitt.edu 
Renee Kirsch earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Human Development and Family Studies from 
the Pennsylvania State University.  While pursuing her undergraduate degree, she completed an 
internship with UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital at the Conroy-Merck Intensive Treatment Program.  
The treatment program is a collaboration between UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital and Pittsburgh 
Public Schools.  Renee accepted an opportunity for a temporary position as a Mental Health Worker at the 
Merck Summer Intensive Treatment Program.  Renee obtained employment for nearly four-years at the 
Barber National Institute as a Therapeutic Staff Support.  During this time, Renee obtained a position at 
UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital, spent over two-years as a Service Coordinator, and completed a 
Children’s Behavioral Health: Service Coordinator Certificate Course offered through the University of 
Pittsburgh, School of Social Work and acquired a certificate.  Renee continued on her journey and 
advanced to a Family Based Clinician I position at UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital.  She spent three-
years attending a training program that consisted of a monthly lecture and clinical through The Office of 
Education Resources and Planning at UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital to receive a Family Based 
Clinician certificate after passing a video competency and written exam.  Renee was promoted to her 
current position as a Family Based Clinician II at UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital and has spent 
these past three-years as a team-leader delivering services to children, adolescents, and families in the 
community.  Renee began pursuing her Master of Social Work at the University of Pittsburgh and 
completed the Generalist Field Placement at UPMC Children’s Community Pediatrics.  Renee is honored 
to have the opportunity to be a part of the Edith M. Baker Integrated Behavioral Healthcare Fellowship. 
Renee’s integrated health care field placement will be with CHP Adolescent and Young Adult 
Medicine. 
 

 
Courtney Laughlin  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
Col36@pitt.edu 
Courtney Laughlin earned her Bachelor of Science in Therapeutic Recreation with a minor in History 
from Temple University in May 2016. While earning her B.S. she completed internships at Temple 
Episcopal Hospital’s Acute Care Behavioral Health Unit and Princeton House Behavioral Health Facility 
where she implemented therapeutic group interventions, completed bio-psychosocial assessments and 
treatment plans, and was an active voice on Princeton House’s multidisciplinary treatment teams. From 
2016 – 2018, Courtney worked in Princeton, New Jersey as a Mental Health Associate for Penn Medicine 
working in their Behavioral Health Emergency Room Unit. Courtney is currently in the MSW program, 
with a concentration in direct practice focused on integrated behavioral health care. In her first year in the 
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MSW program, she interned with older adults in long term care, memory care and the behavioral health 
units at Kane Community Living Center of Glen Hazel. Courtney is motivated by working with 
individual’s receiving memory care services as well as their families. In the future she seeks to focus 
further on improving support networks for families and caregivers of loved ones with Dementia. 
Courtney's concentration Baker Fellowship field placement for the 2019-2020 academic year will be 
with UPMC Presbyterian Hospital Department of Neurological Surgery. 
 

 
Haley Martin 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
hnm16@pitt.edu  
Haley Martin graduated from Saint Vincent College in May 2018 with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology and minors in Children’s Studies and Addiction Specialist Certification. While earning her 
bachelor’s degree, Haley completed a six-week study abroad program at Universal: Centro de Lengua y 
Comunicacion Social in Mexico. Through this program, she studied Spanish and volunteered for 
organizations that serve underprivileged youth. Haley completed her undergraduate internship in a 
learning center, where she worked with children who had various behavioral health diagnoses. Haley is 
currently pursuing a Master of Social Work degree with a focus on direct practice and integrated health 
care at the University of Pittsburgh. Haley completed her first-year field placement at Catholic Charities, 
where she worked in both the Pregnancy and Parenting program and St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality. 
As an intern with the Pregnancy and Parenting program, she provided emotional support, education, and 
assistance to expectant and new mothers. At St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality, Haley worked with 
residents to support their physical health, mental health, and spiritual well-being. Upon graduation, Haley 
plans to seek employment in an integrated healthcare setting and begin working towards becoming a 
licensed clinical social worker. Haley will begin her integrated health care field placement in the fall, 
2019 with UPMC Magee-Women’s Hospital. 
 

 
Ke’Amber Moses 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
ksm74@pitt.edu 
Ke’Amber Moses graduated from Georgia State University in 2017 with her Bachelor of Interdisciplinary 
Studies in educational psychology and counseling. While attending Georgia State University, Ke’Amber 
worked diligently to grow in leadership and expand in knowledge.  During her undergraduate years, 
Ke’Amber worked as a Resident Assistant within University Housing, served in AmeriCorps teaching 
literacy in less fortunate communities, volunteered at Children’s Hospital of Atlanta briefly, worked as a 
research assistant with the South Fulton County Police Department, and served on a worldwide campus 
ministry. In addition, Ke’Amber self-orchestrated community service opportunities and operated her 
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tutoring business part-time. Prior to attending the University of Pittsburgh, Ke’Amber was awarded the 
Outstanding B.I.S. in Human Learning and Development Student Award for the College of Education & 
Human Development and was also recognized as the Distinguished Young Woman of Sumter County for 
the Class of 2013. Ke’Amber has worked in various educational settings and has experience in business 
leadership, community organizing, teaching, mentoring, and program development. Since moving to 
Pittsburgh, Ke’Amber has interned at Homewood Children’s Village where she worked with elementary 
age students on conflict resolution, safety, interpersonal skills, intrapersonal skills, and middle school 
transition. Simultaneously, Ke’Amber also worked in Pittsburgh Mercy’s Child Diversion & Acute 
Stabilization Program where she provided therapeutic support services to youth ages 7-14 experiencing 
mental and behavioral health problems. Ke’Amber currently still holds her position at Pittsburgh Mercy. 
In fall 2019, Ke’Amber entered her second year in the Master of Social Work program, direct practice 
with a certification in integrated health care and interest in pursuing a joint degree in public health. Upon 
graduation, Ke’Amber desires to work in integrated health and education fields that prioritize holistic 
development and provide inclusive health services to diverse communities. Long term, Ke’Amber plans 
to open a school that is dedicated to providing holistic learning, building healthy families, and sharing the 
wisdom of integrated communities. Ke’Amber will begin her concentration Baker Fellowship field 
placement in the fall, 2019 with Allegheny General Hospital. 
 

 
C. Bailey Nichols  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
cbn9@pitt.edu 
Bailey Nichols graduated in 2013 with her Bachelor of Science in Biology and minors in psychology and 
dietetics from Ouachita Baptist University, located in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.  Upon graduation, Bailey 
worked for four years with the non-profit UrbanPromise Ministries in Wilmington, Delaware. Bailey is 
continually grateful for the rich relationships she built and practical social work experience she gained 
while working with children and families at UrbanPromise. Her duties included implementing scientific 
enrichment programs for elementary students, teaching in the after-school programs and summer camps, 
writing program curriculum, planning events and trips for students, home visiting, and establishing a 
support group for mothers.  Experiences in Delaware helped Bailey identify unmet emotional and 
psychological needs that inner city families face, which influenced her decision to pursue her Master of 
Social Work degree at the University of Pittsburgh.  In addition to her academic studies, Bailey enjoys 
working as an associate house manager for Family House, a Pittsburgh non-profit that provides a “home 
away from home” for patients and their families who travel for medical visits.  Bailey is thankful to be an 
Edith M. Baker Fellow as she pursues certification in integrated healthcare. She hopes to provide 
counseling services for clients who have comorbid mental and physical health diagnoses.  She believes 
that practicing therapy in an integrated health setting will most effectively combine her passions of 
biology and research with her desire to serve individuals and families. Bailey’s Edith M. Baker 
Integrated Behavioral Healthcare field placement during the 2019-20 academic year will be with 
UPMC St Margaret Geriatric Care. 
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Grace Ogunyemi 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
goo7@pitt.edu 
Grace Ogunyemi earned her Bachelor of Arts in International Affairs from the University of Georgia. She 
earned a master’s degree in Public Policy and Management from Carnegie Mellon University in 2012. 
There she proposed a Systems Synthesis in which her peers voted to work on in lieu of a master’s thesis.  
In this, she was also the project manager where she led her colleagues towards recommendations for the 
Youth Advocate programs to operate more effectively to combat youth truancy in cooperation with 
Children Youth and Families, CYF. Prior to pursuing her degree at Carnegie Mellon, Grace was a Teach 
for America 9th grade high school teacher in Atlanta, Georgia. There she helped youth achieve significant 
academic gains despite being from under-resourced areas. During her first year in the MSW program, 
Grace was given the opportunity to continue working in her passion for helping marginalized populations 
through her work with Pittsburgh Mercy as a social work intern. There she was able to witness and carry 
out integrated healthcare with compassion and competence, as she learned from an interdisciplinary team. 
Upon graduation, Grace hopes to use her MSW to cater to clients dealing with substance abuse and or 
bipolar depression in a hospital setting. Grace is grateful for the opportunity the Edith M. Baker 
Fellowship provides her to learn and grow, cultivating her with the skills to be a more effective and 
competent professional and leader in her field. Her Edith M. Baker Integrated Behavioral Healthcare 
field placement during the 2019-20 academic year will be with UPMC Mckeesport Hospital AMS. 
 

 
Delia O’Leary 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year (Candidate) 
DMO35@pitt.edu 
Delia O’Leary graduated from California University of Pennsylvania in 2018 with her Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology and a minor in women’s studies. She moved back to Pittsburgh to pursue her Master of Social 
Work at the University of Pittsburgh. During her time at Cal U, Delia was heavily involved in campus 
outreach and working at the University.  Delia belonged to Alpha Sigma Tau sorority where she served as 
Vice President for a year, as well as other positions that focused on philanthropy work at the Ronald 
McDonald House of Pittsburgh and the Women’s Wellness Initiative. Delia worked on campus as an 
internship ambassador where she assisted students in securing internship opportunities and scholarships 
through Cal U.  Delia also competed with Cal U’s cheerleading squad, winning an NCA title with her 
squad as a freshman.  She has worked as a gymnastics and cheer coach for many years, enjoying working 
with both children affected by learning or behavioral health issues, and able-bodied athletes.  Delia’s 
interest in working with children and families began when she started volunteering at UPMC Children’s 
Hospital when she was 14 years old, continuing during the summer’s over the next three years.  Initially 
interested in Childlife Services, Delia initially pursued a degree in psychology before committing to a 
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career in social work with a primary interest in working in the hospital setting.  Delia has been employed 
by Family Behavioral Resources since April 2018, as a therapeutic support staff and working with 
children affected by autism and their families.  Delia completed her first-year externship with A Child’s 
Place, child advocacy center where she worked with children and families that were affected by issues of 
abuse. At A Child’s Place, she worked with a multidisciplinary team of doctors, nurses, law enforcement, 
and child protective services to create a safe space for all multidisciplinary members to work together and 
best benefit the children and families. Delia is passionate about working with children and families in a 
healthcare setting, and helping families navigate the difficulties of chronic illness and trauma. Delia will 
begin her integrated health care field placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Children's Hospital of 
Pittsburgh. 
 

 
Jordan Pollard 
Mater of Social Work, direct practice concentration, advance standing, IHC (Candidate) 
jfp28@pitt.edu  
Jordan Pollard is from Dallas, Texas. He earned a Bachelor of Social Work degree from Brigham Young 
University-Idaho in 2018. Jordan’s passion for social work originated at a young age when he was evicted 
along with his siblings and mother. He continued to experience the effects of poverty as he watched his 
mother struggle with drugs and his father go in and out of prison. Jordan saw these experiences as 
motivations to make a difference in his future. At Brigham Young University-Idaho he completed a 550- 
hour internship at a local probation office working with a variety of youth who came from diverse 
backgrounds. Along with his internships, he completed two certificates one in trauma, anxiety, and 
emotional dysregulation and another in youth mental health first aid. Jordan is eager and exuberant to 
participate in the Edith Baker Fellowship and to complete the integrated behavioral healthcare certificate 
in order to inspire growth, create collaboration with all health professionals, and to establish a higher way 
to service and treatment. Jordan’s Edith M. Baker Fellowship field placement will be with UPMC St 
Margaret Hospital. 
 

 
Jessica Ruble 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
jfr29@pitt.edu 
Jessica Ruble graduated from Pennsylvania State University in 2017 with degrees in Spanish and 
International Politics with a minor in Latin American Studies. During her time as an undergraduate 
student, she was a member of the Schreyer Honors College and Paterno Fellows Program and studied 
abroad for one semester in Santiago, Chile. Jessica was also involved in Cru, a Christian ministry for 
college students, and stood for 46 hours to raise money for pediatric cancer for THON, the largest 
student-run philanthropy in the world. After graduating, Jessica was awarded a position as a Blue Ridge 
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Fellow, a 9-month Christian program that promotes the growth and flourishing of recent college graduates 
through master’s level seminary classes, professional seminars, volunteerism, mentoring focused on 
personal and professional development, and a paid internship at a nonprofit organization. During the year, 
she worked at Street Ransom, a nonprofit that serves juvenile survivors of sex trafficking, and was 
motivated to go to graduate school to receive her MSW. Within social work, she was drawn to the 
healthcare field because of her experience working with various marginalized and vulnerable populations 
who were all underserved in the healthcare system. During the Baker Fellowship, Jessica hopes to learn 
about various physical and mental health diagnoses while serving those who have been marginalized and 
underserved in healthcare. Jessica’s integrated health care field placement will be with UPMC 
Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh. 
 

 
Jessi Smirga 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
JLS341@pitt.edu 
Jessi Smirga earned her Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Anthropology and Sociology and certificates in Latin 
American Studies and Conceptional Foundations of Medicine from the University of Pittsburgh in April 
2017. She is currently pursuing her Master of Social Work degree with a concentration in direct practice 
and a certificate in integrated healthcare from the University of Pittsburgh. While she was pursuing her 
bachelor’s degree, Jessi was able to study abroad twice, once in Italy to study cross-cultural psychology  
and once in Bolivia to study global public health. Prior to pursuing her Master of Social Work, Jessi 
volunteered with Prevention Point Pittsburgh, a harm-reduction needle exchange program based out of 
Pittsburgh, for 2 years. Here, she had direct practice experience through serving as the gateway to 
services such as HIV and Hepatitis C testing, overdose prevention training and naloxone prescriptions, 
case management, and referral to drug treatment and other social services. During her first year in the 
MSW program, Jessi interned at Wesley Family Services in their behavioral health program. Jessi was 
able to attain therapeutic experience with children diagnosed on the autism spectrum and with other 
mental health conditions. After finishing her MSW degree, Jessi wishes to become certified as a licensed 
clinical social worker in a hospital setting. Jessi is grateful to be accepted as Baker Fellow and hopes to 
learn and grow with the program throughout the year in order to gain a better understanding of integrated 
healthcare. Jessi’s integrated healthcare field placement will be with Forbes Regional Hospital.  
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Cassandra Stoyanoff 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
Cls234@pitt.edu 
Cassandra Stoyanoff earned her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology (BA) from LaRoche University in May 
2011. Cassandra has always had a passion for helping others. In high school she volunteered at a 
women’s shelter, helping to improve literacy among the children who lived there. After college Cassandra 
spent time exploring how to become the best version of herself. She managed a health and wellness 
facility, where she became very interested in the connection between mind and body. She went back to 
volunteering but this time with women who have substance abuse issues. For the last 5 years she has 
spent time weekly at a women’s facility helping to provide support. After years of focusing on health and 
wellness, volunteering, and soul searching she decided to further her education. She is currently at the 
University of Pittsburgh pursuing her Master of Social Work degree and following the path of integrated 
healthcare.  Cassandra’s Edith M. Baker Integrated Behavioral Healthcare field placement during 
the 2019-20 academic year will be with UPMC St Margaret Hospital-Bloomfield. 
 

 
Hayley Sweitzer  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate) 
HGS9@pitt.edu  
Hayley graduated from the University of Phoenix with a Bachelor of Science in psychology in June of 
2018. During her last semester of her degree, she became increasingly interested in the holistic aspect of 
care, and believed she wanted her practice to incorporate the person-in-environment approach. While 
working on her undergraduate degree, Hayley was a youth group coordinator at a nonprofit that served 
unprivileged adolescents with substance abuse disorder. She received the opportunity to work with teens 
and their families during their journey of recovery from chemical dependency. Hayley also had summer 
experience, at South Western Human services, as a therapeutic staff support working with children who 
have developmental disabilities, and as a camp counselor at the Summer Program for the Education of 
Autistic Kids (SPEAK). After earning her bachelor’s degree in psychology, Hayley wanted to broaden her 
education and experience. Thus, leading her to the School of Social Work at the University of Pittsburgh. 
In August of 2018, Hayley started her Master of Social Work as a direct practice student, interested in the 
integrated health care track. Within the first year, Hayley started her generalist internship at Mercy 
Behavioral Health on the Community Treatment team working with adults who have severe mental health 
diagnoses. Hayley got the opportunity to work in collaboration with psychiatrists, nurses, forensic 
specialists, dual diagnosis specialists, and other clinicians as part of a multidisciplinary team. This 
experience confirmed Hayley’s decision to declare the integrated health care certification. Hayley hopes 
to use her knowledge from the integrated health care fellowship to practice competency providing a 
holistic continuum of care for underprivileged populations in the medical setting. Hayley will begin her 
integrated health care field placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside 
hospital. 
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Kyle Terrill  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
kpt7@pitt.edu  
Kyle Terrill completed his Bachelor of Science in Biology from Geneva College in Beaver Falls, PA in 
May 2016. Upon graduation, Kyle accepted a research position with UPMC Western Psychiatric Hospital 
and the Translational Neuroscience Program, under the supervision of David A. Lewis, MD. He served as 
a liaison between UPMC and the Allegheny County Medical Examiner’s Office (ACMEO) to recover and 
process human brain tissue for the purpose of mental health research. Kyle’s interest in social work was 
established through his work with ACMEO, where he observed various barriers to health that exist in the 
Pittsburgh community, including the opioid epidemic, suicide and the stigma of mental illness, and 
limited access to appropriate health care. He enrolled in the University of Pittsburgh Master of Social 
Program in the fall of 2018 to make a positive impact on the future of healthcare delivery in the city that 
he was born and raised in. Kyle completed his first-year generalist internship at the Foundation of HOPE 
Aftercare Program, a non-profit, faith-based organization that assists individuals who have been 
previously incarcerated obtain necessary resources in the Pittsburgh area, including affordable and 
emergency housing, employment, transportation, clothing, and food. In this internship, Kyle learned more 
about the criminal justice field and the obstacles that individuals with a criminal background face once 
they are released. Kyle is honored to be an Edith M. Baker Fellow and looks forward to the clinical 
experiences that the fellowship has to offer in the field of integrated health care. Kyle’s Edith M. Baker 
Integrated Behavioral Healthcare field placement during the 2018-19 academic year will be with 
UPMC St. Margaret Hospital. 
 

 
Megan Lynn Van Doren 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year (Candidate)   
MLV35@pitt.edu 
Megan graduated from Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania in 2016 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology and a minor in Professional Writing. She is currently a Master of Social Work student at the 
University of Pittsburgh focusing on direct practice and integrated healthcare.  Megan has years of 
experience working with diverse and vulnerable populations. She has gained experience working as a 
case manager for a rural partial hospitalization program serving children and adolescents. Additionally, 
she worked as a crisis intervention specialist and county delegate serving multiple hospital systems in 
Eastern Pennsylvania. She currently works for UPMC at two comprehensive mental health facilities 
serving the adult and geriatric populations who have SPMI and physical health complications. Through 
these experiences, Megan has developed a strong passion for suicide prevention, healthcare social work, 
oncology, advocating to reduce the mental health stigma, and working with children. Her motivation 
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originates from having family members who were diagnosed with different mental disorders and friends 
who have lost their lives to cancer and suicide. Megan’s goal is to work as a licensed clinical social 
worker within a palliative care hospital setting serving the pediatric population.  Recognizing the need for 
integrated healthcare and the social worker’s vital role as part of an interdisciplinary team, Megan applied 
to the Edith M. Baker Fellowship.  Megan is truly excited to be given the opportunity to contribute her 
clinical skills and experiences to this reputable field. Megan will be conducting her Baker Integrated 
Healthcare Fellowship field placement at UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside Hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtney Watsula  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration with advanced standing, IHC (candidate)  
CLW138@pitt.edu  
Courtney Watsula completed her Bachelor of Arts in Social Work (BASW) with a concentration in 
Psychology at the University of Pittsburgh in April of 2019. For the last three years, Courtney has worked 
in Clairton PA as a Youth Development Specialist with Gwen’s Girls. Throughout her time with Gwen’s 
Girls, she has received a plethora of professional development training. Courtney is certified in CPR/First 
Aid, Crisis Prevention and Intervention (CPI), and Youth Mental Health First Aid. During her senior year 
at the University of Pittsburgh, she worked at the Family Resources Therapeutic Preschool as a 
social/emotional support intern. While earning her degree, she also used her time to volunteer for a 
variety of agencies such as the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank, Light of Life Rescue Mission, and the 
Humane Society of Western Pennsylvania. In addition, Courtney also worked with the Pittsburgh City 
Council as a policy intern and canvassed for two political campaigns. Throughout her professional, 
volunteer, and internship experiences she has had the opportunity to observe and engage in micro, mezzo, 
and macro social work practice. All of the experiences Courtney has had to date motivate her as she 
continues her education as an advanced standing MSW student at the University of Pittsburgh. When she 
is not working Courtney enjoys spending time with her family, friends, and Rottweiler, Jack. Courtney 
will begin her integrated health care field placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Matilda Theiss. 
 

 
Audrey Wrobel 
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
ajw127@pitt.edu 
Audrey Wrobel received her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Temple University in May 2018. She 
also completed a summer study abroad experience at Temple’s Rome Campus in Italy. While earning her 
undergraduate degree, Audrey worked in two developmental psychology labs and at Temple’s Center for 
Obesity Research and Education. She had the privilege of presenting a poster at the Eastern Psychological 
Association conference in 2017. Audrey’s interested in the field was influenced through her work with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters, where she volunteered as a big sister for 4 years. In her first year of the MSW 
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program, Audrey interned at UPMC Community Care Behavioral Health Organization, where she gained 
valuable clinical skills and became oriented to the abundance of community mental health resources in 
Allegheny County. As a second-year student, Audrey is pursuing a certificate in Integrated Healthcare, 
and hopes to use the knowledge she will gain from the Baker Fellowship to promote integrated and 
holistic models of care in healthcare settings.  Audrey’s Edith M. Baker Integrated Behavioral 
Healthcare field placement during the 2019-20 academic year will be with UPMC Magee Womens 
Hospital. 
 

 
Ryan Young  
Master of Social Work, direct practice concentration, second year, IHC (Candidate)  
ryanyoung@pitt.edu  
Ryan Young graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with his Bachelor of Science in psychology and 
religious studies and a minor in applied statistics in 2016. Ryan has experience working with families, 
young adults, adolescents, and children. He has worked in intensive outpatient programs and extended 
school year programs with individuals with Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD) and Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD). Ryan also has experience working in homes and in the community with families at the 
Family Based Mental Health Services Program (FBMHS) at Western Psychiatric of UPMC. He provided 
comprehensive services, including on-call crisis intervention, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT), 
Ecosystemic Structural Family Therapy, interagency collaboration, and case management. Seeing the 
positive change in families who received structural and systemic interventions at FBMHS led him to enter 
the Master of Social Work program at the University of Pittsburgh. Ryan’s first field placement in the 
program was at the Federal Public Defender’s Office for the Western District of Pennsylvania. While 
there, he was trained to complete biopsychosocial interviews with clients who were defendants in 
criminal cases in jails, prisons, and in the community. Learning from the field supervisor, attorneys, 
investigators, and clients was invaluable for his understanding of power and privilege in society. 
Additionally, Ryan has worked in the Clinical Epidemiology Program at UPMC, during which he 
conducted interviews for multiple studies related to organ transplantation. He also gained experience as a 
Life Coach at ACHIEVA supporting young adults with disabilities who were working toward increasing 
their independence. Ryan is looking forward to the professional development opportunities that the Edith 
M. Baker Integrated Behavioral Healthcare Fellowship will provide. Ryan will begin his integrated 
health care field placement in the fall, 2019 with UPMC Presbyterian Total Care IBD Program. 
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