
Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) seeks a dynamic leader as the next dean of its 

School of Social Work and invites expressions of interest.  Reporting to the Provost and Vice 

President for Academic Affairs, the dean will have responsibility for providing leadership in 

academic education, scholarship, fund development, and community engagement activities for 

one of the strongest and most highly-ranked schools of social work in the country.  

  

The dean will take the lead in shaping the future of the school, articulating a vision that defines 

its standard of excellence, the direction of its growth, and the continuing and new multi-

disciplinary connections that are possible across the university.  With the faculty, the dean will 

be responsible for the recruitment and retention of the faculty.  Interest in health, mental health, 

and health disparities is centrally important. The dean also will extend partnerships with the 

public, nonprofit, and corporate sectors, expanding connections in support of the development 

of the school.  Additionally, the dean will be responsible for all matters relating to the 

management of the resources of the school, including its academic programs; its faculty, staff, 

and students; its facilities, and its budget. The dean will actively support the university’s 

advancement initiatives and will lead that effort within the school and among its constituents. 

The dean will also assure continued focus on the students, both undergraduate and graduate, 

providing the services and the support to ensure their success. Finally, the dean will recognize, 

reward, facilitate, and actively participate in high-level scholarly activities. 

 
Virginia Commonwealth University is the largest university in Virginia and ranks among the 

top 100 universities in the country in sponsored research.  Located on two downtown campuses 

in historic Richmond, VCU enrolls nearly 32,000 students in 205 certificate and degree 

programs in the arts, sciences and humanities. Recognized by U.S. News & World Report, the 

Virginia Commonwealth University School of Social Work′s graduate programs are ranked 

14th among the nation’s top social work programs.  The Monroe Park Campus location offers 

all three degree levels – Bachelor of Social Work, Master of Social Work and Doctor of 

Philosophy in Social Work.  In addition the school offers the M.S.W. at an off-campus site in 

Alexandria, Virginia, within an easy commute of the nation’s capital.  

 

Interested individuals should provide a letter describing their interest in and qualification for 

the position, curriculum vitae, and the names and contact information of five references to the 

Witt/Kieffer search consultants supporting the search, Mary Elizabeth Taylor and Oliver 

Tomlin, at VCUSocialWork@wittkieffer.com by December 21, 2009.   

  

The search is underway and will continue until the position is filled.  For more information about 

the VCU School of Social Work consult its website: http://www.socialwork.vcu.edu/. 

 

Virginia Commonwealth University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, 

building strength through diversity. 
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