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2117 Cathedral of Learning 

Pittsburgh, PA 15260 
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EDUCATION 

 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 

PhD, Social Work and Sociology, 2005 

Graduate Certificate in Women’s Studies, 2003 

MSW, 1999 

 

Amherst College, Amherst, MA 

BA, Sociology, magna cum laude, 1993 

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

Assistant Professor, School of Social Work, University of Pittsburgh (2006-present) 

 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, Center on Race and Social Problems, University of Pittsburgh 

(2005-2006) 

 

ACADEMIC HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

Faculty Course Development Fund, Women’s Studies, University of Pittsburgh (2008) 

Anna Olcott Smith Award for women graduate students who show promise in the development of 

useful original ideas, Rackham School of Graduate Studies, University of Michigan (2004) 

Student Paper Award, American Society of Criminology Division on Women and Crime (2003) 

Mary Malcomson Raphael Fellowship for academic excellence and potential to make a 

contribution of exceptional usefulness to society, Center for the Education of Women, University 

of Michigan (2002-2003)  

Community of Scholars Fellowship for research and scholarship focusing on women or gender, 

Institute for Research on Women and Gender, University of Michigan (2002) 

Predoctoral Fellowship for seminar on “Contested Childhood in a Changing Global Order,” 

Advanced Study Center of the International Institute, University of Michigan (2001-2002)  

Henry J. Meyer Award for outstanding paper in Social Work and Social Science, University of 

Michigan (2001) 

Dorothy McGuigan Prize for best graduate essay, Women’s Studies, University of Michigan 

(2000) 

Rackham Regents Fellowship for outstanding entering Ph.D. students, University of Michigan 

(1997-1998)
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PUBLICATIONS 

 

Goodkind, Sara. Forthcoming. “You can be anything you want, but you have to believe it”: 

Commercialized feminism in gender-specific programs for girls. Signs 34(2). 

 

Sara Goodkind, Mary Ruffolo, Deborah Bybee, and Rosemary C. Sarri. Forthcoming. Coping as a 

mediator of the effects of stressors and supports on depression among girls in juvenile 

justice. Youth Violence and Juvenile Justice. 

 

Goodkind, Sara. In press. “You may even be President of the United States one day”: Challenging 

commercialized feminism in programming for girls in juvenile justice. In Childhood, 

Youth, and Social Work in Transformation, eds. Lynn Nybell, Jeffrey J. Shook, and Janet 

Finn. New York: Columbia University Press. 

 

Wallace, John M., Jr., Sara Goodkind, Cynthia Wallace, and Jerald Bachman. 2008. Racial/ethnic 

and gender differences in school discipline among American high school students: 1991-

2005. The Negro Educational Review 59(1/2):47-62. 

 

Goodkind, Sara, Irene Ng, and Rosemary C. Sarri. 2006. The impact of sexual abuse in the lives of 

young women involved or at risk of involvement with the juvenile justice system. Violence 

Against Women 12(5):456-77. 

 

Goodkind, Sara and Diane L. Miller. 2006. A widening of the net of social control? “Gender-

specific” treatment for young women in the U.S. juvenile justice system. Journal of 

Progressive Human Services 17(1):45-70. 

 

Goodkind, Sara. 2005. Gender-specific services in the juvenile justice system: A critical 

examination. Affilia 20(1):52-70. 

 

Mowbray, Carol T., Deborah Bybee, Leslie Hollingsworth, Sara Goodkind, and Daphna 

Oyserman. 2005. Living arrangements and social support: Effects on the well-being of 

mothers with mental illness. Social Work Research 29(1):41-55. 

 

Ruffolo, Mary, Rosemary C. Sarri, and Sara Goodkind. 2004. Study of delinquent, diverted and 

high-risk adolescent females: Implications for mental health prevention and intervention. 

Social Work Research 28(4):237-45. 

 

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW 
 

Goodkind, Sara, John M. Wallace, Jr., and Jeffrey J. Shook. Are girls really becoming more 

delinquent? Testing the convergence hypothesis for girls’ and boys’ delinquency by 

race/ethnicity, 1976-2005. 

 

Spjeldnes Peters, Solveig and Sara Goodkind. Gender differences and offender reentry: A review 

of the literature. 
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RESEARCH REPORTS 

 

Sarri, Rosemary C., Mary Ruffolo, Sara Goodkind, Cheri Albertson, and Josephine Allen. 2003. 

Youth in transition: A comparative study of adolescent girls in community-based and 

residential programs. Prepared for Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 

 

Sarri, Rosemary C., Sara Goodkind, Francine Farmer, and Cheri Albertson. 2002. Parental 

experiences with the juvenile justice system: A report of interviews with 67 Wayne County 

parents. Ann Arbor, MI: Institute for Social Research, University of Michigan. 

 

Sarri, Rosemary C., Jeffrey Shook, Geoffrey Ward, Mark Creekmore, Cheri Albertson, Sara 

Goodkind, and Jo C. Soh. 2001. Decision making in the juvenile justice system: A 

comparative study of four states. Prepared for the National Institute of Justice. 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 

Goodkind, Sara. 2007, October. Challenging commercialized feminism in programming for girls 

in juvenile justice. Presentation at the 53rd Annual Program Meeting of the Council on 

Social Work Education, San Francisco, CA. 

   

Goodkind, Sara and John Wallace. 2007, January. Are girls really becoming more delinquent? 

Testing the convergence hypothesis for girls’ and boys’ delinquency by race/ethnicity, 

1976-2005. Presentation at the 11th Annual Society for Social Work and Research 

Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 

Davis-Jones, Latika and Sara Goodkind. 2007, January. Correlates of heterosexual HIV risk 

behavior among girls involved or at risk of involvement with juvenile justice. Presentation 

at the 11th Annual Society for Social Work and Research Conference, San Francisco, CA. 

 

Rosen, Danny, M. Lindsey Smith, Sara Goodkind, and Latika Davis-Jones. 2007, January. Using 

photovoice to identify service needs of older African American methadone clients. 

Presentation at the 11th Annual Society for Social Work and Research Conference, San 

Francisco, CA. 

 

Goodkind, Sara. Juvenile justice in the neoliberal context: Commercialized feminism in gender-

specific programs for girls. 2006, July. Presentation at the 29th Annual Meeting of the Law 

and Society Association, Baltimore, MD. 

 

Goodkind, Sara, Irene Ng, and Rosemary C. Sarri. 2005, November. The impact of sexual abuse in 

the lives of girls in juvenile justice. Presentation at the 57th Annual Meeting of the 

American Society of Criminology, Toronto, Canada. 

 

Goodkind, Sara, Mary Ruffolo, and Rosemary C. Sarri. 2004, January. Community-based 

programs for high-risk adolescent girls: A longitudinal study. Presentation at the Eighth 

Annual Society for Social Work and Research Conference, New Orleans, LA. 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, CONTINUED 

 

Goodkind, Sara, Mary Ruffolo, and Rosemary C. Sarri. 2003, January. Study of delinquent, 

diverted and high-risk adolescent females: Implications for practice. Presentation at the 

Seventh Annual Society for Social Work and Research Conference, Washington, DC. 

 

Goodkind, Sara and Diane L. Miller. 2002, May. Location, location, location: The impact of 

setting on research and researcher. Presentation at the First Annual Graduate Student 

Conference on Qualitative Methods, Ann Arbor, MI. 

 

Goodkind, Sara, Rosemary C. Sarri, and Francine Farmer. 2002, January. Parents’ experiences 

with the juvenile justice system. Presentation at the Sixth Annual Society for Social Work 

and Research Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

Allen, Josephine, Rosemary C. Sarri, Mary Ruffolo, Diane Miller, Sara Goodkind, and Cheri 

Albertson. 2002, January. Evaluation study of gender-specific programs for delinquent, 

diverted and high-risk female youth. Presentation at the Sixth Annual Society for Social 

Work and Research Conference, San Diego, CA. 

 

Goodkind, Sara. 2001, July. Gender-specific services in juvenile justice: Constructions of gender 

and implications for law and practice. Presentation at the 24th Annual Meeting of the Law 

and Society Association, Budapest, Hungary. 

 

Goodkind, Sara, Carol T. Mowbray, Daphna Oyserman, and Deborah Bybee. 2000, May. The lives 

of mothers with a serious mental illness. Presentation at the International Association of 

Psychosocial Rehabilitation Services Annual Conference, Washington, DC.   

 

Messner, Lynn, Frank Wagner, Sara Goodkind, Paulina Marciniec, and Ewa Wiatrowska. 1999, 

November. Empowering girls for leadership. Presentation at the Eighth International 

Association for Women in Development Forum, Washington, DC.   

 

RESEARCH GRANTS  

 

Shook, Jeffrey J., Sara Goodkind, David Herring, and Kevin Kim. 2008. Understanding transitions 

to adulthood among child welfare involved youth. Funded by the Eden Hall and Pittsburgh 

Foundations ($180,000).    

 

Goodkind, Sara, Jeffrey J. Shook, and Michael Vaughn. 2005. The transition to adulthood among 

child welfare involved youth: A qualitative examination of race, gender, and service needs. Center 

on Race and Social Problems Pilot Proposal Grant ($10,000), University of Pittsburgh. 

 

Vaughn, Michael, Jeffrey J. Shook, and Sara Goodkind. 2005. Multidimensional characteristics of 

incarcerated youth and the role of race. Center on Race and Social Problems Pilot Proposal Grant 

($10,000), University of Pittsburgh. 
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RESEARCH GRANTS, CONTINUED 

 

Goodkind, Sara. 2005. From delinquent daughters to independent mothers: Gendered expectations 

in juvenile justice and alternative programs for girls. Rackham One-term Dissertation Fellowship, 

Rackham School of Graduate Studies, University of Michigan. 

 

Martin, Karin, and Sara Goodkind. 2004. Compulsory heterosexuality: The practices of  

preschools. Social Work/Social Science Research Partnership Grant, University of Michigan. 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

Co-Principal Investigator, University of Pittsburgh, School of Social Work 

Understanding transitions to adulthood among child welfare involved youth (2008-present) 

Analyzing administrative data from the Allegheny County Department of Human Services to 

understand the pathways of youth across child serving systems (e.g., child welfare to juvenile 

justice) and to assess the outcomes of youth who “age out” of the child welfare system. 

 

Principal Investigator, University of Pittsburgh, Center on Race and Social Problems  

The transition to adulthood among child welfare involved youth: A qualitative examination of 

race, gender, and service use (2008-present) 

Designing and implementing a qualitative study of youth aging out of the child welfare system. 

Training and supervising graduate and undergraduate research assistants in conducting interviews, 

analyzing data, and writing up results. 

 

Co-Investigator, University of Pittsburgh, Center on Race and Social Problems 

Multidimensional Characteristics of Incarcerated Youth and the Role of Race (2006-present) 

Collaborating with other faculty members to conduct a comprehensive survey of incarcerated 

youth, focusing on race, gender, and mental health and substance abuse problems.   

 

Co-Investigator, University of Pittsburgh, School of Social Work 

Photovoice: A Community Based Research Project to Involve Older Adult Methadone Clients in 

the Decisions that Affect Their Lives (2005-2006), Dr. Daniel Rosen, Principal Investigator 

Implemented and assessed a photovoice research intervention with older African American 

methadone clients in which participants engaged in photography and discussion. 

 

Research Associate, University of Michigan, School of Social Work 

Child Behavioral Healthcare Utilization among Medicaid-Insured Youth (2004-2005) 

Funded by the State of Michigan; Dr. Mary Ruffolo, Principal Investigator 

Analyzed Medicaid records for youth with mental health diagnoses to assess the impact of 

individual and community characteristics on behavioral healthcare services. 

 

Principal Investigator, University of Michigan, Department of Sociology/School of Social Work 

Gendered Expectations in Juvenile Justice and Alternative Programs for Girls (2002-2005) 

Designed and conducted independent dissertation research project. Used multiple qualitative 

methods – interviews, focus groups, ethnographic observation, and document analysis – to 

examine two residential programs for adolescent girls. Authored dissertation and journal articles. 
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RESEARCH EXPERIENCE, CONTINUED 

 

Research Associate, University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research  

Female Adolescents and Justice (2000-2003); Funded by the Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention; Dr. Rosemary Sarri, Principal Investigator 

Participated in all aspects of a comparative evaluation of residential and community-based 

programs for girls at-risk of entering or in the juvenile justice system. Administered surveys, 

analyzed data, and co-authored reports and publications.

 

Research Associate, University of Michigan, Institute for Social Research        

Parental Experiences with the Juvenile Justice System (2000-2002); Funded by the Wayne County 

Department of Community Justice; Dr. Rosemary Sarri, Principal Investigator 

Analyzed data from interviews with parents of youth in the juvenile justice system. Supervised 

undergraduate research assistants. Co-authored report on findings. 

 

Research Assistant, University of Michigan, School of Social Work        

Seriously Mentally Ill Women: Coping with Parenting (1999-2002) 

Funded by the National Institute of Mental Health; Dr. Carol Mowbray, Principal Investigator 

Analyzed and managed quantitative data from longitudinal study of mothers with mental illness 

and their families. Co-authored papers for publication and presentation. 

 

Evaluator, Art Therapy Program, State Training School, Michigan (1999-2000)        

Evaluated art therapy program for young women at a juvenile correctional facility. Prepared 

reports for the funder, the institution, and for academic publication. 

 

Research Assistant, University of Michigan, Poverty Research & Training Center (1998-1999)  

Dr. Sandra Danziger, Principal Investigator 

Investigated effects of welfare reform on adolescent parents. Conducted interviews with young 

mothers and service providers. Researched relevant policy and implementation. 

 

Research Team Member, University of Michigan, Detroit Area Study (1997-1998)   

Dr. Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, Principal Investigator 

Participated in the development, implementation, and analysis of a survey research project 

examining racial attitudes among African Americans and Whites in the metropolitan Detroit area. 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

Feminist Social Work (2008) 

University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work 

Teach MSW course on feminist social work theory and practice for clinical and macro students. 

 

Qualitative Research (2008) 

University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work 

Teach MSW course on the design, conduct, and write-up of qualitative research. 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE, CONTINUED 

 

Global Perspectives in Social Work (2007 & 2008) 

University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work 

Teach undergraduate/graduate course on social work and social problems in a global context, with 

critical attention to relevant concepts, policies, and state and non-governmental organizations.   

 

Foundations of Social Work Practice with Diverse Populations (2006 & 2008) 

University of Pittsburgh School of Social Work 

Taught MSW course on diversity, oppression, and privilege, focusing on intersections of race/ 

ethnicity, class, gender, sexuality, and ability in lives of people with which social workers engage. 

 

Qualitative Methods Research Practicum (2001-2002; 2003-2004)  

University of Michigan Department of Sociology, Professor Karin Martin 

Co-taught year-long graduate course in qualitative research methods. Assisted in planning course, 

led discussions, graded papers, and helped students design and conduct research projects.  

 

English as a Foreign Language, Peace Corps, Romania (1994-1996) 

Taught English to students in grades 7-12. Developed and implemented student-centered 

curriculum. Instructed and evaluated new Peace Corps teachers at pre-service teaching practicum.  

 

Peer Mentoring, Phanat Nikom Refugee Camp, Thailand (1994) 

Taught peer mentoring skills to refugees preparing for resettlement in the U.S. 

 

SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE EXPERIENCE 

 

The Corner Health Center, Evaluation Consultant, Ypsilanti, Michigan (2002-2004)  

Designed and implemented evaluations of teen health center’s educational programs on violence, 

HIV/AIDS, and substance use, and a harm reduction program for pregnant teens. Analyzed 

evaluation data and prepared reports.  

Alternatives for Girls, Workshop Coordinator, Detroit, Michigan (2001)  

Coordinated and led a group of peer educators in planning and implementing a series of workshops 

on sex and dating for young women aged 13 to 17. 

Child Welfare and Protection Project, MSW Intern, Romania (1998)  

Worked on USAID-funded project assisting in implementing Romania’s 1996 child welfare 

legislation to create community-based alternatives to institutionalization.  Performed training 

needs assessment, conducted focus groups with social workers and institutional staff, and 

interviewed county directors of child protection.  Participated in designing the detailed 

implementation plan for the 4-year, $5 million project. 

Peace Corps, Community Organizer, Romania (1994-1996)  

Received grant from U.S. Democracy Commission to develop and implement 8-day girls’ 

leadership camp which has since been replicated around the world; co-facilitated the camp for 80 

participants. Coordinated annual Earth Day events in which over 500 students participated.  

Collaborated to organize “Women in Development” conference. 
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UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 

University of Pittsburgh 

 

Member, Foundations Curriculum Committee, School of Social Work (2008-present). 

  

Member, Women’s Studies Steering Committee (2008-present). 

 

Member, Women’s Studies Graduate Committee (2008-present). 

 

Member, Faculty Search Committee, School of Social Work (2007-present). 

 

Member, Doctoral Program Committee, School of Social Work (2007-present). 

 

Member, BASW Program Committee, School of Social Work (2006-present). 

 

Faculty Associate, Center on Race and Social Problems, (2006-present). 

 

Member, Community Organization & Social Administration Committee, School of Social Work 

(2006-2008). 

 

University of Michigan 

 

Chair, Conference Planning Committee, “Interdisciplinary Scholarship in Social Work and Social 

Science: Endeavors, Critique, and Dialogue,” University of Michigan (2000). 

 

Co-chair, Doctoral Students Organization, School of Social Work, University of Michigan (1998-

2000).  

 

Chair, “Global Village” lecture series (1998-1999), Social Work International, University of 

Michigan. 

 

Member, Social Work International, School of Social Work, University of Michigan (1997-2001). 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

Editorial Board Member, Journal on Race and Social Problems (2008-present). 

 

Abstract Reviewer, Society for Social Work and Research Annual Conference (2008). 

 

Reviewer, Center on Race and Social Problems Student Paper Awards (2006, 2008). 

 

Ad-hoc reviewer, American Journal of Preventive Medicine (2007). 

 

Ad-hoc reviewer, Violence Against Women (2006, 2007). 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

Member, Conference Planning Committee, Girls Coalition of Southwestern Pennsylvania (2008- 

present). 

 

Expert, pro bono, providing consultation and an affidavit for the Public Defender Service for the 

District of Columbia (2007). 

 

Member and Chair of Conference Subcommittee, Wayne County Female Services Advisory 

Committee, Detroit, Michigan (2000-2005). 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

 

Council on Social Work Education 

Society for Social Work and Research 

Sociologists for Women in Society 

 


